A message from Imperial Potentate

Imperial Sir Jim Smith & First Lady Alice
regarding their River Cruise in 2021…

Dear Fellow Nobles, Family, Friends & Supporters of Shriner’s International Worldwide,
Now it’s time to think ahead in a much more positive manner and get back to some good old Shriner Fun and
Fellowship…Many of us have now received our vaccinations and it’s time to look forward to a much brighter future, thank
goodness, it has been a longtime coming. Cruise ships are finally starting operations throughout Europe and around the
world, passengers are becoming excited once again about taking a vacation. The latest news statement from Avalon River
Cruises is “We are scheduled to accept guests from the United States as of June 16th 2021” this is great news for our
charter on the Danube River departing 8th October 2021.The inclusion of trip insurance for all participants has been
extended by ABS Travel Group so your monies are safe… Why not give yourself a positive boost with something exciting to
look forward to and join First Lady Alice and I on this amazing adventure. For more information on this exciting event,
please contact the Tour Organizers/Tour Escorts listed below. We look forward to our trip immensely and hope to see you
onboard!
Yours in the faith,

Imperial Sir James ‘Jim’ Smith
Imperial Potentate, Shriners International
For all information and reservations please contact ABS Travel
Group Inc, at 1-888-788-6777 or visit their web page at:
www.abstravelgroup.com/imperial2021.html

AVALON WATERWAYS DANUBE RIVER CRUISE
PRAGUE TO BUDAPEST

Departing Friday October 8th 2021 for 11 days / 10 nights
Join us on this River Cruise of a lifetime with Avalon Waterways. With Ports of Call in Deggendorf, Germany - Passau,
Germany - Linz, Austria - Vienna, Austria - Hainburg, Austria and finally, Budapest Hungary this extensive itinerary offers a
true European Cruising experience. We sail aboard the Avalon Envision…a true delight in her own right and just recently
launched in 2019.

1 overnight Transatlantic Flight
2 Overnights in Prague, Czech Repuglic with Sightseeing
7 nights Avalon Envision (Full day snd Last evening in Budapest)
(Optional 2 night extension in Budapest)

VACATION HIGHLIGHTS
Prague: Guided Sightseeing
Deggendorf Onboard welcome reception
Passau: Choice of guided walk or guided hike with your Adventure Host
Linz: Guided sightseeing, see Hauptplatz and the Trinity Column
Ybbs–Wachau Valley–Dürnstein: choice of guided visit of the Benedictine Abbey in Melk or guided tour in Ybbs; cruise
through the Wachau Valley; choice of guided walk or hike up to the castle ruins in Dürnstein
Vienna: Guided sightseeing
Hainburg–Bratislava: free time in Hainburg; guided sightseeing in Bratislava, visit St. Martin’s Cathedral
Budapest: Guided tour, see Heroes’ Square

If you require the 2 night post-extension in Budapest this is at the rate of $495 per
person based on double occupancy

FULL ITINERARY:
FRI

Oct 8th 2021

Depart USA with overnight Transatlantic flight

SAT Oct 9TH 2021 Arrive Prague, Czech Republic and transfer to hotel with the rest of the day at leisure
On arrival at the airport you will be met by your ABS Representatives who will arrange for your transfer to the hotel in
Prague for the next 2 nights.Your luggage can be stored with the Concierge until rooms are available. Time to relax and
start exploring this Capital City.
OVERNIGHT HOTEL IN PRAGUE

SUN Oct 10TH 2021 Prague Sightseeing Tour
After breakfast it’s time to enjoy our guided tour of this historic and beautiful City (Departure time in Final Itinerary). Rest of
day at leisure.
OVERNIGHT HOTEL IN PRAGUE
MON Oct 11TH 2021 Prague to Deggendorf, Germany and embarkation.
After breakfast we leave the hotel and head for Deggendorf, Germany… It’s around a 3 hour drive so sit back, relax and
watch the scenery pass by. We cross the ‘border’ into Germany and arrive at the ship where we begin boarding
procedures.Once aboard there’s time to explore before dinner this evening.
EVENING CRUISE TO PASSAU

TUE Oct 12TH 2021 Passau – Schlogen Oxbo
This is where the Danube, Inn, and Ilz Rivers Meet… your choice of tours are: are: CLASSIC where you Join a Guided City
Walk to learn more about this beautiful “City of Three Rivers,” OR: A more ACTIVE tour where you follow your Avalon
Adventure Host for Hiking from Oberhaus along a trail down to the valley and along Ilz River. Before sailing to Linz you have
the opportunity to take a little free time to explore Passau’s cobblestone streets and galleries of Artists’ Alley. Maybe stop at
St. Stephen’s Cathedral to catch a concert rehearsal.Later this afternoon we cruise to Linz through the Danube’s dramatic
horseshoe bend called Schlögen Oxbow. This evening we enjoy live entertainment on board.
OVERNIGHT DOCKING IN LINZ
WED 13 Oct 2021 Linz, Austria
Fall in Love with Linz–Legendary Art, Music, and the Linzer Torte and simply enjoy the Legendary and Lovely Linz. Visit the
Adventure Center for today’s activities with your Adventure Host. Take the Classic Guided Walk through the city’s historic
and beautiful sites along the shore of the Danube and see Hauptplatz—Austria’s largest medieval square—and the towering
white-marble Trinity Column. Optional Tour: Consider a full-day Guided Optional Excursion to Salzburg—the city of Mozart,
or to the picturesque Bohemian town of Cesky Krumlov. You may otherwise spend the afternoon on a biking picnic along
the banks of the Danube or hike through Linz’s beautiful nature trails to Pöstlingberg for a bird’s-eye view of the city and
river below.
EVENING/OVERNIGHT CRUISE TO YBBS & VISIT MELK-WACHAU VALLEY

THU 14 Oct 2021 YBBS Excursion to Melk – Wachau Valley
Striking Frescoes and Breathtaking Views of the Wachau Valley… Take a Guided Tour of Melk’s magnificent Benedictine
Abbey to marvel at its frescoed ceilings, statues, incredible library, and ornate pipe organ. Later, stretch out on the Sky
Deck as you sail through the Wachau Valley past vineyards, castles, and charming villages on your way to
Dürnstein.DÜRNSTEIN is Fairytale Castles, Kings, and Cobblestones… Join a Guided Walk, and hear the legendary tale of
King Richard the Lionheart–who was imprisoned in the castle during the Crusades, OR for the more active, join a Guided
Hike up to the castle ruins to take in the spectacular view of the village, Danube, and the Wachau Valley below.
Enjoy the flavors of the Wachau Valley at a Wine Tasting on board and later enjoy live entertainment on board the ship.
OVERNIGHT CRUISE TO VIENNA

FRI
15 Oct 2021 Vienna, Austria, the land of Strauss, Schnitzel, Strudel, and Sachertorte
Visit Austria’s largest art museum, the Kunsthistorisches Museum including the Kuntskammer’s remarkable collection of
more than 2,100 valuable objects, which were collected through the centuries by the emperors and archdukes of
Habsburg,.. Or you can venture into the Habsburg empire with a morning Guided City Tour of Vienna’s gilded landmarks.
See the Imperial Palace complex—the winter residence of the Imperial Family, the historic Vienna Opera House and
stunning St. Stephen’s Cathedral. You may decide to take a Guided Optional Excursion to Schönbrunn Palace–the former
imperial summer home and vast gardens with a history spanning 300 years of the Habsburg monarchy. In your free time
why not stroll through pedestrian Kärntnerstrasse–the most famous shopping avenue in central Vienna. Take a bike ride
through the city and stop in a local café to enjoy authentic Austrian confections of Sachertorte or Apfelstrudel. Later this
evening, you may choose to attend an Optional Excursion to a Royal Waltz Concert for an unforgettable evening of music in
an elegant hall.
OVERNIGHT DOCKING IN VIENNA

SAT 16 Oct 2021 Hainburg, Austria
Enjoy natural Beauty in Austria… Spend some free time in the village of Hainburg or take a Guided Optional Excursion to
discover the natural beauties of this area. During lunchtime enjoy a short cruise to Bratislava, Slovakia, take a Guided City
Walk, including the quaint streets of Old Town, Town Hall, and the sight of royal coronations at St. Martin’s Cathedral.
OVERNIGHT CRUISE TO BUDAPEST

SUN 17 Oct 2021 Budapest, Hungary.
Hungary’s Captivating Capital where you can enjoy a Guided City Sightseeing, including the iconic Heroes’ Square. This
afternoon choose among a wide offer of Optional Guided Excursions or take in the beauty of Budapest while enjoying some
free time exploring such famous sights as the Chain Bridge. Get to know the city’s cafés and pubs, or take a hike through
the hills above the Danube.
OVERNIGHT DOCKING IN BUDAPEST
MON 18 Oct 2021 Budapest, Hungary with flight back to USA.
After breakfast it’s time to depart the ship and either head to the airport or continue on if you chose to book the 2 night
extension in Budapest.

Your Floating Hotel…
The Avalon Envision is the newest addition to the 2019 Avalon Suite Ship fleet. With the youngest fleet of ships on Europe's
waterways, Avalon continues our outstanding commitment to comfortable luxury and excellence with the Envision.
Passengers can choose from two full decks of award-winning Panorama Suites, featuring wall-to-wall and floor-to-ceiling
Panoramic Windows that transform your living space into a unique Open-Air Balcony. The 200-square-foot Panorama
Suites are more than 30% larger than the industry standard, with Avalon's incomparable window-facing "Beds with a View".
Onboard amenities include complimentary Wi-Fi access, a state-of-the-art Fitness Center, an Adventure Center for bikes
and active gear, and an Avalon Adventure Host to assist with active excursions and activities. Enjoy exceptional onboard
cuisine, including Avalon Fresh menu options, premium coffee and versatile FlexDining venues, including the casual
Panorama Bistro, al fresco Sky Grill, or elegant glass-walled Dining Room. Library books, cards, and board games are
favorites in the Club Lounge, and our Observation Lounge affords the perfect vantage point to watch the world go by. The
expansive Sky Deck beckons with a whirlpool, premium lounge chairs, shade system, and deck games-against a backdrop
of Europe's most spectacular scenery.

Welcome Aboard Atrium

Bar and Lounge area

Bar and Lounge area continued…

Dining….
Avalon FreshSM healthy cuisine options at every meal
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Self-serve beverage station with complimentary tea, hot chocolate & premium coffees, including decaf options
Welcome & farewell cocktails with sparkling wine & canapés
Spacious, open-seating Panorama Dining Room
Daily early-riser breakfast
Daily late-riser breakfast
Full buffet breakfast with sparkling wine and made-to-order egg station
Lunch buffet with carving and pasta stations
Al fresco lunch in the Sky Grill
Cocktails with a view on the Sky Deck
Healthy Corner options including low calorie, low fat, high fiber, low cholesterol, and high energy choices
Vegetarian options at every meal, as well as vegan and allergy-free selections
Afternoon Tea featuring tea, coffee, and sweet treats
Happy Hour every evening including featured drink specials
Seasonal cuisine featuring the freshest local ingredients
Chef-prepared onboard meals with regional cuisine and familiar favorites
Four-course dinners with choice of appetizers, soups, salads, entrées and desserts or cheese
Complimentary room service for Continental breakfast
Panorama Lounge & Bar with premium spirits, cozy seating, panoramic windows & dance floor
Healthy meal options
Casual dinner in the Panorama Bistro
Linger over several selections from the Panorama Bistro's tasting menu for a less formal "sit-down" atmosphere
Tastings - sample the destination's famous delicacies
Coffee or tea after dinner
Light lunch in the Panorama Lounge
FlexDining flexible dining times with menu & venue options

Accommodations
Accommodations aboard ship are available in 4 categories:
Deluxe Staterooms (172 sq Feet) with 2 windows (non opening)
10 Type D available and 6 type E available (Indigo Deck)

FEATURES INCLUDE:
Comfort Collection BedsSM Egyptian super-combed cotton linens - Soft & firm pillows
Choice of bed configuration - Bedside tables with reading lamps - L'Occitane bath products
Easy under-bed luggage storage - Alarm clock - Bathrobes & slippers - Complimentary water
Individual climate control - Large mirror in bathroom - USB Ports - Full shower with glass door
Vanity and lighted makeup mirror - Luxurious mattress toppers - European-style duvets
Extra blankets - Nightly turn-down service – Hairdryer - Spacious 3-door closets with shelves for ample
storage
o Flatscreen satellite TV with English-speaking channels & over 100 free movie options
o Direct-dial telephone - Well-stocked minibar - In-room safe - Elegant, contemporary design
o Complimentary Wi-Fi - Two windows - Writing desk and chair
o
o
o
o
o
o

Panorama Suites (200 sq feet)
32 type P (Royal Deck) available
24 type A available (Saphire Deck} & 9 type B available (Sapphire Deck)

FEATURES INCLUDE:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Comfort Collection BedsSM - Egyptian super-combed cotton linens - Soft & firm pillows
Choice of bed configuration - Bedside tables with reading lamps - L'Occitane bath products
Easy under-bed luggage storage - Alarm clock - Direct-dial telephone - Well-stocked minibar
In-room safe - Elegant, contemporary design - Marble countertops in bathroom - USB Ports
6-person sitting area - Writing desk and chair – Sofa - Luxurious mattress toppers
European-style duvets - Extra blankets - Nightly turn-down service – Hairdryer
Spacious 3-door closets with shelves for ample storage - Flatscreen satellite TV with
English-speaking channels & over 100 free movie options - Make-up mirror- Bathrobes & slippers
Complimentary water - Individual climate control - Large mirror in bathroom - Complimentary Wi-FiWall-to
Wall Panoramic Window with Open-Air BalconySM - Full shower with glass door
Vanity and lighted makeup mirror - Coffee table

Royal Suite (1) Royal Deck 300 sq feet

FEATURES INCLUDE:
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Comfort Collection BedsSM
Egyptian super-combed cotton linens
Soft & firm pillows & Choice of bed configuration
Bedside tables with reading lamps
L'Occitane bath products
Easy under-bed luggage storage
Alarm clock
Direct-dial telephone, Well-stocked minibar & In-room safe
Elegant, contemporary design Marble countertops in bathroom
USB Ports
6-person sitting area
Writing desk and chair with Sofa
Double sinks
Luxurious mattress toppers
European-style duvets
Extra blankets
Nightly turn-down service
Hairdryer
Spacious 3-door closets with shelves for ample storage
Flatscreen satellite TV with English-speaking channels & over 100 free movie options
Make-up mirror
Bathrobes & slippers
Complimentary water
Individual climate control
Large mirror in bathroom
Complimentary Wi-Fi
Wall-to-Wall Panoramic Window with Open-Air BalconySM
Full shower with glass door
Vanity and lighted makeup mirror & Coffee table

Deck Plan & Ship Layout

PAYMENT SCHEDULE
All prices quoted are per person in USD based on double occupancy
Initial down-payment of $1,500 per person
to lock in ‘’Early Booking Offers & Trip Insurance coverage’’
Further payment of $750 per person by October 12th 2020
Further payment of $750 per person by December 12th 2020
Further payment of $750 per person by March 12th 2021
Remaining payment due June 30th 2021
Payments can be made by:

Or of course by personal check

Standard Trip Insurance Included:
Coverage will be effected the day after your initial deposit payment and will automatically waive any pre-existing medical
conditions you may have. The cover is for medical / accident reasons when you are told by your physician you must not
travel due to your current medical / accident status. Your Trip insurance covers you for any qualifying reason up to the total
trip cost. It also includes a modest amount for illness or accidents overseas.
TRIP CANCELLATION
The insurer will pay a benefit, up to the maximum shown on the Schedule of Benefits, if you are prevented from taking Your
Covered Trip due to any of the Unforeseen Events listed below occurring on or after the Effective Date of the Policy.
The insurer will pay you for the following:
(a) The amount of forfeited, non-refundable, and unused Payments or Deposits; or
(b) Additional cost incurred if the Travel Supplier cancels Your Covered Trip due to an Unforeseen Event and You elect to
utilize the service of a replacement Travel Supplier.
In no event shall the amount the insurer will pay exceed the lesser of the amount you prepaid for the Covered Trip or the
maximum benefit shown on the Schedule of Benefits.
Single Occupancy: the insurer will pay you, up to the maximum shown on the Schedule of Benefits, for the additional cost
incurred during the Covered Trip as a result of a change in the per person occupancy rate for prepaid travel arrangements if
a person booked to share accommodations with You has his or her Covered Trip delayed, canceled or interrupted due to an
Unforeseen Event occurring on or after the Effective Date of the Policy and you do not cancel your Covered Trip.
Special Conditions: You must advise the Travel Supplier and Us as soon as reasonably possible in the event of a claim.
The insurer will not pay benefits for any additional charges incurred that would not have been charged had you notified the
Travel Supplier and Us as soon as reasonably possible.
Please note that Government Actions, Pandemics and Epidemics are NOT covered under this policy and should you wish
to include these reasons then Cancel For Any Reason must be considered at the time of booking.

TRIP INTERRUPTION
The insurer will pay a benefit, up to the maximum shown on the Schedule of Benefits, if you are prevented from continuing
or resuming your Covered Trip due to any of the Unforeseen Events listed below occurring on or after the Effective Date of
the Policy.
The insurer will pay you:
(a) for the unused, non-refundable travel arrangements prepaid to the Travel Supplier(s);
(b) additional transportation expenses incurred by you; or
(c) return air travel up to the lesser of the cost of an economy flight or the amount shown on the Schedule of Benefits.
In no event shall the amount the insurer will pay exceed the lesser of the amount you prepaid for the Covered Trip or the
maximum benefit shown on the Schedule of Benefits.
The Following are the Unforeseen Events for Trip Cancellation and Trip Interruption:
(a) Your Accidental Injury, Covered Sickness or death or the Accidental Injury, Covered Sickness or death of your Traveling
Companion, your Family Member, your children’s caregiver or your Business Partner; that results in medically imposed
restrictions as certified by a Physician at the time of loss preventing your participation or continued participation in the
Covered Trip. A Physician must advise cancellation of the Covered Trip on or before the Scheduled Departure Date.
(b) An Accidental Injury incurred by you that causes you to be medically unable to continue your trip’s activity(ies). An actual
examination by a Physician must take place and the Physician must advise you to discontinue the trip’s activity(ies).
(c) Inclement weather, Natural Disasters, Terrorist Attacks or mechanical breakdown of the Common Carrier that results in
the complete cessation of travel services at the point of departure or destination for at least 48 consecutive hours.
(d) Mandatory evacuation ordered by local authorities at your destination due to a Natural Disaster. You must have 50% or
less of your Trip remaining at the time the mandatory evacuation ends, in order for this benefit to be payable.
(e) Natural Disaster or documented man-made disaster at the point of departure or your destination that renders your
primary residence or the accommodations at your destination uninhabitable.
(f) Adverse weather or Natural Disaster resulting in the obstruction of public roadways or curtailment of public transportation,
that prevents your ability to arrive at Your Land/Sea Arrangements.
(g) A road closure causing a delay in reaching your destination for at least 12 hours.
(h) Strike that causes complete cessation of travel services of your Common Carrier for at least 48 consecutive hours.
(i) Bankruptcy and/or Default of Your Travel Supplier that occurs more than 14 days following the Effective Date. Your
Scheduled Departure Date must be no more than 12 months beyond the Effective Date. Benefits will be paid due to
Bankruptcy or Default of an airline only if no alternate transportation is available. If alternate transportation is available,
benefits will be limited to the change fee charged to allow you to transfer to another airline in order to get to Your intended
destination. This coverage only applies if the Policy was purchased within 14 calendar days of the initial Trip payment.
(j) The airport terminal from which you are scheduled to fly, is closed due to a documented security breach within 12 hours
of arrival at the terminal or while you are physically at the terminal.
(k) A politically motivated Terrorist Attack that occurs within 30 days of your departure and within 50 miles of a City listed on
Your itinerary. The Terrorist Attack must occur on or after the Effective Date of Your Trip Cancellation Coverage.
(l) A documented theft of passports or visas. Documented means that you have reported the theft to the local authorities.

(m) You or your Traveling Companion being directly involved in or delayed due to a traffic Accident substantiated by a police
report, while en route to departure.
(n) You and/or your Traveling Companion are hijacked, quarantined, required to serve on a jury, subpoenaed, required to
appear as a witness in a legal action, provided you or your Traveling Companion are not a party to the legal action or
appearing as a law enforcement officer; the victim of felonious assault; having your principal place of residence made
inaccessible and uninhabitable by a Natural Disaster; or burglary or vandalism of your principal place of residence within 10
days of departure.
OPTIONAL EXTRA FOR THE ONES WHO WANT TO BE ABLE TO CANCEL FOR ANY REASON
This coverage is Optional and must be indicated as applicable on Your Schedule of Benefits.
If you are prevented from taking the Covered Trip for any reason, The Insurer will reimburse you or your designated
representative for 75% of the prepaid, forfeited, non-refundable Payments or Deposits for the Covered Trip arrangement(s),
provided the following conditions are met:
(a) this coverage is purchased within 14 days of the date the initial Payment or Deposit is paid and You insure the cost of
any subsequent arrangement(s) added to the same Covered Trip within 14 days of the date of Payment or Deposit for any
such subsequent Covered Trip arrangement(s); and
(b) this insurance coverage is purchased for the full cost of all non-refundable prepaid Covered Trip arrangements; and
(c) You or your designated representative cancels the Covered Trip no less than 2 days prior to the Scheduled Departure
Date.
This coverage will be terminated, no benefits will be paid and any premium paid for this coverage will be refunded if the full
costs of all prepaid, non-refundable Covered Trip arrangements are not insured.
Cancel For Any Reason Supplement to the included Standard Trip Insurance:
35 to 59 years of age = $175 per person
60 to 69 years of age = $325 per person
70 to 74 years of age = $475 per person
75 to 79 years of age = $675 per person
80 to 84 years of age = $750 per person
85 plus years of age = No coverage under Cancel for any reason

Please be aware that if you decide to include the Cancel For Any Reason at the time of booking then the TWO policies run
together side by side. Simply put Cancel For Any Reason is your assurance you would get at least 75% of all monies paid
and if you cancelled for a valid covered reason you would receive 100% of all monies paid (excluding the insurance
premiums)
Please Note:
For our Canadian friends who reside in Canada, Trip Cancellation Insurance works a little different to insurance in the
USA so we would ask you to call our office and we will explain the procedure.
1-888-788-6777

Itinerary at a Glance
Price: from $6,495 (pp based on double occupancy – see separate airport departures PDF)
Starts: Friday October 8th 2021
Ends: Monday October 18th 2021

What's included?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Round trip coach class air to Prague, Czech Republic and return from Budapest, Hungary
2 pre-cruise overnights in Prague including extended City Tour
7 nights aboard River Boat - Ports of Call as listed and all meals once on board our Riverboat
All Taxes and Fees (Boat and Air) and all Transfers from Airport / Hotel /Ship / Airport
Incentive - All on board Gratuities
Incentive – Premium Drinks Package
Incentive – Complimentary Medical & Accident Trip Cancellation Insurance

How to book
•
•
•

Deposit of $1,500pp due at time of booking. Further Payment of $750pp due October 12th 2020.
Further Payment $750pp due December 12th 2020. Further Payment $750pp due March 12th 2021.
Remaining Payment June 30th 2021.

What you'll need
•
•

A camera is a must.
A full passport is required for this tour

Weather

1-888-788-6777
abstravelgroup.com
ABS Travel Group | 945 Enchantment Road, Rapid City, South Dakota, USA
1-888-788-6777 | 1-605-791-2520
Fax 605-791-2618

